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ther1 for a small favour. It is to promise Mm the grant of
a certain room in the College which Is in Mr. Temple's dis-
posal, whenever it shall be vacant, or whenever Mr. EJwocxi
can persuade the present owner to sell it him. It is a thing
of no value to Mr. Temple, and he cannot dispose of It better
than to one of the Fellows; and Mr, Elwood is a very
worthy person, and when he comes to be Senior Fellow, it
may be in his power to be serviceable to you; and he will
take it for a great obligation. Pray use your power with
your brother to bring this to pass, and be so kind to pre-
sent him my most humble service.

I am extremely obliged by your kind invitation to Moor
Park, which no time will make me forget and love less.2 If
I love Ireland better than I did, it is because we are nearer
related, for I am deeply allied to its poverty. My little
revenue is sunk two parts in three, and the third in arrear.
Therefore if I come to Moor Park It must be on foot; but
there comes another difficulty, that I carry double the flesh
you saw about me at London, to which I have no manner
of title, having neither purchased it by luxury nor good
humour. I did not think Mr. Percival and I had agreed so
well In our opinion of Ireland. I believe it is the only
public opinion we agree In, else I should have had more of
his company here, for I always loved him very well as a
man of very good understanding and humour.3 But Whig
and Tory has spoiled all that was tolerable here, by mixing

or remote. A few years before his death, after he had become a
widower, rumour married him to Vanessa's mother. From liis letters,
many of which are extant, he would appear to have been a gay
Lothario as well as a devotee to Bacchus, whose joy was a bottle of
good wine " to besprinkle in remembrance all his true friends." (See
Clarke Correspondence in Trinity College Library, and Depart-
mental Correspondence in P.R.O. of Ireland.)

1  Henry Temple, who was afterwards created Viscount Palmerston
in the Irish peerage, and who is remarkable as having been appointed
Chief Remembrancer of Ireland before he had left the nursery. (** Prose
Works," vi, 106.)

2  These words are made use of by Forster (" Life,33 p. 89) to refute
the assertions of Macaulay and others, that the period of Swift's re-
sidence at Moor Park was his time of greatest misery.

3  John Percival of Knightsbrook, in the parish of Laracor, who was
then M.P. for the borough of Granard, and subsequently for that of
Trim. Four years previously Swift had found that this obtuse politician
knew how to play picquet (Forster's "Life," p.269), and when the days of
the Journal to Stella came Percival was, of course, held in high favour. that he is utterly ignorant of any relation nearby the Archbishop of Dublin both
